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Nonfiction Rubric

	Criteria
	Exceeds the Standard

4
	Meets the Standard

3
	Approaching Standards 2
	Far Below Standards

1
	Comments

	Engages the reader
	Immediately engages the reader’s interest in the subject through an anecdote, general overview, shocking statement, or other appropriate opening
	Immediately introduces the reader to the subject of the book
	Mentions the subject of the book near the beginning
	Opening may be unclear about the subject of the book
	

	Develops a controlling idea that conveys a perspective on the subject
	Develops a controlling idea that conveys a unique perspective on the subject
	Develops a controlling idea
	Develops a topic
	May drift from focus on topic, either by including superfluous information or shifting topics unexpectedly
	

	Creates an organizing structure appropriate to purpose, audience and context
	Breaks information into logical chunks; logically sequences the subtopics, provides graphics that clearly support text
	Breaks information into chunks; logically sequences subtopics though some shifts may be abrupt, most graphics support text
	Organizes most information into subtopics, some information may not fit logically; some shifts may be abrupt; some graphics support text
	May lack organization or be confusing; information may be sequenced in logical order; graphics may be unrelated to  text
	

	Includes appropriate facts and details
	Includes facts and details  that will allow the young audience to understand the subject deeply
	Includes facts and details about the subject
	Includes some facts and details about the subject, some information may presented in a confusing manner
	May be very general, with few facts and/or details; may be confusing to the young audience
	

	Uses a range of appropriate strategies
	Uses a range of appropriate strategies such as including facts and details, comparisons, explanations, and examples
	Uses some appropriate strategies for presenting material; may offer little variation in use of strategies
	May present material using few strategies
	May rely on only one strategy for presenting material
	

	Provides a sense of closure to the writing
	Provides a sense of closure through reflection, general reiteration, prediction, or other strategy
	Provides a sense of closure through reflection, general reiteration, prediction, or other strategy
	Some sense of closure
	Little or no sense of closure, leaving the reader to wonder whether subsequent pages might be missing
	

	Surface Features: Grammar, Conventions, and Spelling
	Text is fairly free of surface errors in spelling, usage, and punctuation
	May have errors which do not affect the reader’s understanding
	Text may include surface errors that impede the reader’s understanding
	Text may include surface errors that preclude the reader’s understanding
	

	Portfolio
(Counts as 2)
	Portfolio is complete showing consistent growth throughout the project.
	Some elements are missing, however, significant growth in project is evident.
	Insufficient evidence of progress was presented. Consequently, evidence of growth is lacking.
	Only a finished book was handed in with no supporting documentation
	


Additional Comments:
